Anzacs pursued
around the globe

James O'Lean

RS swell in  Johan
|Vsnd|:rwa]lt; cyes when
mentions lost  Anzac  John

“Jack” Hunter.

The amateur historian from
Belgium arrived in Queensland
Bast week to meet the descend-
ants of the Anzac, 3 nnRer in
World War | who déed in his
brother’s arms in the battle for

ool
weren't - for  Mr
Vanderwalle, Pte Hunter's re-
mains may never have been
lentified, robbing the Hunter
and Millis families of the
chance ta lay their fallen ances-
lor o rest

But the Belgian, who runs an
inn back home called Anzac's
Rest, was never going to Jet that

Teappen.
His trip to Australia is about
ing the essence of the three
previously unidentified Diggers
whose remains he helped find
in 2006 — to blow life into their

bones.

“I wanted to see the places
they grew up, to walk in their
footsteps, to listen o (thesr
family's) stories for m)‘ heart,”
Mr Vanderwalle

He said he hml. dug up 15
bodies atross the bdll&mlud
area around

lies and Germans was rife in i7.
None, however, was as life-

AT peace ..

“] wanted to see
the places they
grew up, to walk in
their footsteps, to
listen to stories
for my heart"”
Johan Vanderwalle

like and striking as Manango's

Jack Hunter, who died in

younger brother Jim's arms at

the age of 28 after a shell
near him.

i whose nephew, also
amed Jim, shared a busgh with
M: Vanderwalle this week —
carefully wrapped Jamhjn a
groundsheet and buried him in
amakeshift grave that would be
lost for nearly 90 years.

It wasmst Il'kcamumm.
well-preserved, and we will
never see anything llkn this
again)” Mr Vanderwalle said.

. Modlie Millis, Jnl\ln \famhrwl! and Jim Hnnler, and above MI, Pte John Hunter.

He will also stop in Canberra
to present sketches of the three
Diggers — Pe Hunter, Pte

Story of Perth and Sgt
George Calder of Perth — to
the Australian War Memorial

After that, a journey to meet
the descendants of Pte Story
and Sgt Calder in Melbourne
and awaits.
The ﬂmso]rhcrsalrp@rt of

imod' five brave Aust-
Fallans burked together in 1917,
Eknown as the Zonnebeke Five.
Two remain unidentified.
Their remains were found

Picture: Darren England

two years ago by accident when
a gas company dug up a

near the town of West Hoek, in
Flanders.

Through DNA tests with
their living ancestors, the three
Diggers were identified and re-
interred with full military hon-
ours in Belgium last year.

In attendance were Pte Hun-
ter’s mfece Mollie Millis and
nephew Jim Hunter, both of
Erishane.

1l was the type of closure the

Digger's father Hamy and
sumungbu«lm.lumnewrﬂell



